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GOVERNOR'S OFFICE.
‘ A : .March 29, 1923,
“Hon. S. L. Staples, ' |
' Seoretary of State,
Capitol Building,
Austin, Texas.
Dear Mr. Seoretary: ) R L

I am £11ing herewith, s provided by law, together
with my veto thereof, Senate Bill No. 387, . |

The purpose of thig bill is to release the proparty
of the Timpson and Henderson Railway Company from the payment of taxes.
levied against 1t, for State and Ocunty purposes, for the years "1‘.911;'1&
1922, tnolusive. This act 1s clearly wnconstituticnal. Seotion-80f
the Constitution, in dealing with tax matters, says that all p,x'u;wg.t_yh._T

belonging to persons or corporations shall be assessed in proporti

to 1ts value, and that the Legislature shall have no power %o _.'éoiéﬁo

any corporation or individual Syom Wins its proportionate tax. Ith ST

true, the same section of the Oonstitution provides that, in case ot
_great public calamity in any county, the legislature may release t.ha"';ﬁ-
habitants of said county from the payment of taxcs levied for stste u'a
County purposes. This legislative act declares, ‘in its preanblo, mt.
on account of & great public oalamity in the counties through which this
r6§d runs, it is proper and constitutional for thie road to be r‘olmo‘
from paying sny texss during the five yoars maved in the bill. If the
1nha'b1tan€u_. as the cmtitntidn says, are entitled to be released 'frqm
taxes on scoount of & public calamity, then all the inhabitants of the
ocounties through which the road runs should have their taxes released.



The Legislature 48 not given power anywhere in the Constitution %o
release tho taxes of a single individual or corporation. The calamlty
mast be public, 12 the Legislature 18 vested with authority to remit
taxes. This partionlar bill sets forth the fact that the re;.ilroad hes
not been guccessful in 1ts operations, that its bridges have besn burm 4
and its tracks washed away, aud that, for these reasons, it nhonld not
be required %o P&y 1ts taxes. The railroad is private property, nof
public. The Legislature nhed as well pass & bill relieving some stockman
from paying his taxes becasuse his cattle business had not been aucoeut_ul,
or releasing some merchant from panng. nis taxes because ho had failed
in bueiness, Or soCWe individusl farmer from paying his taxes because,
for ecme reason, he had not been sble to make ends meet, financially, on
the farm for & pseries of yearss

Because the bill is clearly unconstitutional, 1% is
by me votoed and herewith filed with you, as provided in matters of this
Kind. ) ‘

! Respectfully,

GOYernors
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